\ 



(a) providing [generating] an external configuration file containing information about a 

plurality of devices that might bp^ssociated with the computer; 

(b) identifying a particular idevke associated with the computer, the particular device 

being one of the plur^uy^pf^evices; 

(c) installing a driver on^he computer according to the information stored in the external 

configuration file and the particular device's identity; and 

(d) installing tne operating system according to information stored in the external 

configuration file and the particular device's identity. 



10. (Amended) A program storage medium encoded with instructions that, when 
executed by a computer, perform a rpethod for installing an operating system on a computer, the 
method comprising: 

fa) providing [generating]/ an external configuration file containing information about a 
plurality of devices that might be associated with the computer; 

(b) identifying a pafti^ular device associated with the computer, the particular device 
being one/ of ttjfe plurality of devices; 

(c) installing a driver on thexomputer according to the information stored in the external 
configuraneirnle and the particular device's identity; and 

(d) installing thef operating system according to information stored in the external 
configuration file and the particular device's identity. _____ 



19. (Amended) A computer programmed to perform a method for installing an operating 



T 



i 



system thereon, the method con prising 



g] an -external configuration file containing information about a 
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(a) providing [genQ^ng 

plurality of pevices that might be associated with the computer; 




{b} identifying a particular device associated with the computer, the particular device 
being one of the plurality oyl^vices; 

(c) installing a driver on me cpmpyteraccording to the information stored in the external 

configuration file^nd the particular device's identity; and 

(d) installing the operating system according to information stored in the external 

configuration file and the particular device's identity. 

28. (New) The method of/ claim 1, wherein installing the operating system includes 
replacing contents of pe Autoexec.bat file utilizing information from the external 
configuration file. 

29. (New) The progranfi storage medium of claim 10, wherein the act of installing the 
operating system /includes replacing contents of the Autoexec.bat file utilizing 
information from/the external configuration file. 

30. (New) The computer of claim 19, wherein the act of installing the operating system 
includes replacing contents of the Autoexec.bat file utilizing information from the 
external dpMguration file. 

31. (Newi Thd\ method of claim 1, wherein installing the operating system includes 
specifying/ information generated utilizing the external configuration file as the 
information setup file for the OS setup file. 

32. (New) The program storage medium of claim 10, wherein installing the operating 
system includes specifying information generated utilizing the external configuration 
file as the information setup file for the OS setup file. 
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